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The Unity of the Spirit
In the Bonds of Peace

1600 2 Sunday* 20 June 2010
World Communion of Reformed Churches
VanNoord Arena, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan



Gathering

Gathering Songs
* Shout to the North

Text and music: Martin Smith © 1995 Curious? Music UK, admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing.

* Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

Text: Marty Haugen (b. 1950)
Music: Caribbean; arr. John Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) © 1990 WGRG, lona Community (Scotland), adminicatiérulrc.

* Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923;&rP: Joan Larie Sutton, Lidia Bueno, and Hope Gordon Silva, 1960; S: Honorato Reza, alt.
Music: tune FAITHFULNESS; William M. Runyan, 1923
Text and music © Hope Publishing Co.

Stanza 1 sung by the choir; stanza By all.

* Processional Hymn Lobe den Herren / Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Text: Joachim Neander, 1680:&rC: Ernest Yang Y.L., 1930, rev. 2003; C tr. © Chinese Christian Literature Councidi.ddn Wit / Jan Willem Schulte Nordholt,
1973; E: Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.; F: Didier Rimaud; F tr. © Centre National de Pastorale LitutgldneeHymnal 21The United Church of Christ in Japan
Publishing Department, 1997); K: Korea Hymn Sociétyr. © Korea Hymn Society. Sp.: Federico Fliedner, alt.

Music: tune LOBE DEN HERRENErnewerten GesangbugcBtralsund, 1665

Please sing this and all mulingual songs in the language(s) of your choice.

* Call to Worship

Our help is in the name of thekD, who made heaven and earth. (Ps. 124.8)
Praise the Lord!
The Lordds name be praised!

We gather as one body, from across the whole world.
God has made us one body, with Jesus Christ our head.
Let us join hearts and voices in praise of God!

We gather as a new World Communion of Reformed Churches.
We gather in obedience to Christés call to work
Let us join hearts and voices in praise of God!

* Psalm 98 Sing, Sing a New Song to the @rRDGod, arr. by David Cherwien

Text: Roger Chapal, 1970;dr.D: Jan Wit / Jan Willem Schulte Nordholt, 1967; D tr. © Interkerkelijke Stichting voor het Kerklied, Leidschendam. Eevess. D
Westra, 1931; rePsalter Hymnal 1987; E tr. © 1987, Faith Alive Christian Resources. G: Matthias Jorissen, 1798; G tr. © Verein zur Herausgabe desi@&esangbu
der ew:ref. Kirchen der deutschspr. Schwetzirich. H: Albert Szenczi Molnar, 1607

Music: tune GENEVAN 98/118, Genevan Psalter, 1551

Throughout the service, please follow these directions
Bold print - speak together in unison
* = stand if able



Call to Confession

We know that nothing is able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Let us then, in freedom and unity, confess the wrong we have done. (based on Romans 8.39)

Prayer of Confession

God of glory,
eternal, infinite, almighty, overflowing source of all good,
we profess that our chief end is to glorify you
and to enjoy you forever.
But too often we fail to glorify you.
We fail to be one in Christ.
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbour and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
This we acknowledge and confess.
Covenant God, source of unity, have mercy on us.

Saving God,

who set out to find us though we were fleeing from you,

we profess Jesus Christ to be our wisdom,

our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
But too often we do not have the mind of Christ.
We have enmeshed our world in a realm of sin,
accepted inhuman oppression of humanity,
and crucified our Saviour.

This we acknowledge and confess.

Covenant God, source of unity, have mercy on us.

God of grace,

who gathers a communion of saints from the entire human family,

we profess that the Holy Spirit builds one church,

united in one Lord and one hope,

with one ministry around one table.
But too often we ignore the Spiritodos gifts.
We have not manifested our communion in Christ.
We have not mani fested Christds work of recol
as a community of reconciled believers.
We have not resisted threats to unity.

This we acknowledge and confess.

Covenant God, source of unity, have mercy on us.

Sung Prayer Ososo / Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Text and music: based on 2 Corinthians 807 Geonyong Lee, Korea;dr.E: Marion Pope; F: Robert Faerber; F tr. © Robert Fae®: Dieter Trautwein and
Dietrich Werner; G tr. © Strube Verlag, MinchBerlin. S: Martin Junge; S tr. © Lutheran World Federation.
Text, E tr. and music © 1991 Wild Goose Resource Group, lona Community, Scotland.

Sung first by the choir, then repeated by all.



* Assurance of Pardon

Christ is our peace; those who are divided he has made one.
He has broken down the barriers of separation by his death
and has built us up into one body, with God.

To all who repent and believe, God has promised reconciliation.
So live as people reconcilefimen.

* Song of Joy» Unity of the Spirit - pagel2

* Passing of the Peace

Proclamation of the Word

Prayer for lllumination

Eternal God,

in the reading of Scripture, may your Word be heard,;

in the meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known;
and in the faithfulness of our lives, may your Word be shown.
Amen.

1 Kings 19.1-15

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, 06So
your | ife |Iike the |Iife of one of them by this t
life, and came to Beesheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

But he himself went a dayodés journey into the wil
tree. He asked that he ord tgke awaymydife, fordl anh no bester thano u g h ;
my ancestors. 6 Then he | ay down under the broom
and said to him, 06Get up and eat. 6 He | ooked, ar
jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel obttredame a second time, touched

hi m, and said, 6Get up and eat, ot herwise the joc

drank; then he went in the strength of that food for forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of theekRbDc ame t o him, saying, OWhat are you d:¢
been very zealous for thedkb, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown

down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away. 0



He said, 060Go out and stomzmfdrthelmrDi ke almownt aion pheskot
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces beforethe L

but the LorD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, butdRe Wwas not in the earth-

guake; and after the earthquake a fire, but thedwas not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. Then there came a voice to him that saea
have been very zealous for therD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking

my |ife, t o t akoepsiati daway .hG@ ml h &nGot,hea et urn on you
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.

Psalm 46.16- Be Still and Know that | Am God py John Bell
Sung by the choir.

Galatians 3.2329

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now
that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And i f you &
according to the promise.

Sermor~ What Are We Doing Here?

* Hymn of Response Oh, for a World

Text: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 Copyright © 1987 Medical MisSsters.
Music: tune AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1828; adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason, 1839

Celebrating the Union

Dr. Richard L. van Houten, General Secretary of the Reformed Ecumenical Council
Rev. Dr. Setri Nyomi, General Secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, President of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
Rev. Dr. Peter Borgdorff, President of the Reformed Ecumenical Council

Children from different parts of the worlcepresenting future WCRC leaders

Concluded with everyone saying:

This is our family!
The World Communion of Reformed Churches.
To God be the glory!



* Doxology~ Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; &. P: adapt. Sarah Poulton Kalley, 1861; P tr. © copyright da Imprensa Metodista.
Music: tune GENEVAN 134 (OLD HUNDREDTH), Louis Bourgeois, 1551

Sing the first time in the language you are most familiar with,
and a second time in one of the other languages.

Prayer of Intercession

PdaAHkn 80AOql | an

* |nvitation

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! They will come from east and west, and from north
and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. This holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a
feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.

Child: Why do we come to this table?

PastorWe come to this table because of Jesusod c
Jesus tells us to eat this bread and drink this cup.

Child: What do we remember?

Pastor:We remember that God sent his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ into the world to become
human, like us, but without sin. By his death, resurrection and ascension, he established a new
and eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted by God and never be
forsaken by him.

Child: Wh a t does fAfeast of communi ondo mean?

Pastor:We are invited to eat a meal together with each other and with Christ, who has promised
to be with us always, even to the end of the world. God also tells us that the Holy Spirit makes us
one with Christ, and in Christ we are one with all other Christians.

Child: What hope does this meal give us?

Pastor:We come in hope, believing that our feast of communion today is a pledge and foretaste
of the great feast we will celebrate togethe!
kingdom has fully come, and when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like him in his

glory.



Child: What faith do we proclaim at this table?

We believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten from the Father before all ages,

God from God,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made;

of the same essence as the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered and was buried.

The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again with glory

to judge the living and the dead.

His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life.

He proceeds from the Father and the Son,

and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,

and to life in the world to come. Amen.
d Nicene Creed

PastorrThi s i s the Lordés table. Our Saviour invite:
salvation to sit with him and share in this joyful feast. Come, then, people of God, to the joyful feast of
our Lord.



* Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Loving God, you made this marvelous world for us to enjoy.

You sent Jesus into the world to be our Saviour so that we may be united with you.
You send your Spirit to make us one family in Christ.

For these gifts of love we thank you

and join with your whole Church on earth

and with all the company of heaven in this joyful hymn of praise:

All singd Santo es el Sefior / Holy Is the Lord - Global Songs for Worshif@

Text: Traditional
Music: Guatemala; arr. Greg Scheer © 2008 Greg Scheer.

We thank you that you showed your love by sending your Son,
who gave his life for us and the sin of the whole world,

who rose again from death,

and who lives to pray for us forever.

We thank you that he has taken away all that separates us from you,
and has united us with you and with one another.

We thank you that he has brought us together at this table
to strengthen us by his love,

to nourish us with his body and blood,

and to reveal himself to us.

Together we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died!

Christ is risen!

Christ will come again!

Send your Holy Spirit

on us and these your gifts of bread and wine,

that we may know Christds presence,
real and true, and be his faithful followers,

showing your love for the world.

PdaAHkn  §0ALnNn] uasudg®yzhe ¢hgir] Ae | A D a $lobaasdng¥dr Worshigd

Text: Laila Constantine, Lebanon © 208@ngs of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egyphod of the Nile, Council of Pastoral Work and
Evangelism, admin. by Faith Alive Christian Resources; tr. and adapt. by Anne Emile Zaki, Emily Brink, and Greg Scheéta¢h200& Christian
Resources.

Music: Laila Constantine, Lebanon © 2082ngs of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egypbod of the Nile, Council of Pastoral Work and
Evangelism, admin. by Faith Alive Christian Resources; arr. Greg Scheer, © 2008 Greg Scheer.



The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread,

and after giving thanks to God, he broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.

This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Child: Why do we eat the bread?

Pastor: The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. We remember and believe that the
body of our Lord Jesus Christ was given for the complete forgiveness of all our sins.

In the same way, Jesus took a cup, saying: Drink from it, all of you.

Child: Why do we drink the cup?

Pastor: The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. We remember and believe
that the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was shed for the complete forgiveness of all our sins.

As this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these grapes from many hills into one
cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

Come, for all is ready. The gifts of God for the people of God.

Professing members in good standing of a church in which Jesus Christ is confessed as Lord and Saviour
are warmly invited to come forward and join with

* Communion
All are invited to come forward to partake as directed.

During the distribution, the following songs will be sung:

Choral Anthen~ Many Colours Paint the Rainbowby Roy Hopp

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. Text and music © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.

Sing Alleluia to the Lord

Text and music: Linda Stassen (b. 1951), 1974 © 1974, Linda Stassen, New Song Creations.
As time allows:
Theme songr Bonds of Peace - pageld

Theme song We Are People on a Journey - pagel7

Bless the Lord, My Soul

Text: from Psalm 103; para. Roberrt Batastini (b. 1942) and The Community of Ta&é:TAngela Tam, 2001. C tr. © Angela Tam.
Music: Jacques Berthier (192394)
Original text and music © 1982 Les Presses de Taizé (France), admin. GIA Publications, Inc.



* Prayer

Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ, and

given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet

in your eternal kingdom.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live

and work to your praise and glory for the sake

of Jesus Christ, our Lordnmen.

* Acclamation

Glory to God the Father!

Glory to God the Son!

Glory to God the Holy Spirit!

Glory to our God forever and ever!

Praise and glory and wisdom,
thanksgiving and honour,

power and might be to our Lord forever!
Amen and Amen!

* Doxology~ Jesus Shall Reig(based on Psalm 72)

Text: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.; based on Psalm ®;0r.Jan Willem Schulte Nordholt, 1973, D tr. © Interkerkelijke Stichtingnieet Kerklied, Leidschendam. F:
Daniel Meylan, 1922
Music: tune DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793

* Blessing

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
0 2 Cor. 13.13

Global Songs for Worshiff-aith Alive Christian Resources, 2010)
available atvww.faithaliveresources.org
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Uniting General Council Theme Songs
World Communion of Reformed Churches

Unity of the Spirit
Bonds of Peace
We Are People on a Journey
Unidos en Espiritu / United in the Spirit

These songs were winners in an international Song Saa&d09.
The given theme for the songs waes theme for the Uniting General Council:
AUNni t ySpoifr itthein the Bonds dHe sdAgs are mostédéathrlanguag&p h e s i

www.reformedchurches.org


http://www.reformedchurches.org

Unity of the Spirit
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Text and music: Barbara Boertje, based on Ephesians 4.3
© 2009 Barbara Boertje, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources.
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Bonds of Peace
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